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 New Beginnings                                                                                                                               by Rev. Thom Lamb

2019 has been quite a year for Grace Presbyterian Church.  We have become so much more through our joining with First 
Presbyterian Church and the excitement has been palpable.  We have seen a lot of transition and I am deeply moved by the grace 
exhibited by everyone during this time.  It has been, and will continue to be, a time for new beginnings.  The charge that Paul gave 
to the church at Rome, is a fitting reminder of who we are as a community of faith, as the Body of Christ as we look to the new year: 
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in  
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.”  (Romans 12:9-13)
As I look to a new year, I am grateful that Paul’s charge to the church at Rome describes quite well the character of Grace Presbyterian Church.   

I am deeply grateful for:
• A Church family that welcomes change and innovation to further our witness of Jesus Christ.
• A dedicated and gifted staff.
• The Leadership of elders and deacons as we engage in ministry together.
• The welcoming warmth of our church to those who visit with us, extending the love of Jesus.
• For a wonderful facility that houses our worship and many community groups.
• For our mission program of hands on ministry and grants reaching out to those in need.
• For the way that you have ministered to me and my family.
• For all that lies ahead of us.

We do have so much to be grateful for in our lives and our life together.  2020 promises some more new beginnings for us as we 
hope to welcome a new Associate Pastor; delve deeper into ways that we can reach out to our local community; install our first Living 
Waters system in Guatemala; a new Confirmation Class; a revitalized Board of Deacons and so much more that lies before us.

It takes all of us working together to pull this off.  I want to encourage you to listen for how God may be calling you to use your gifts 
as we move into a new year.  There are so many ways that you can be a part of this ministry, ushering, worship leadership, music  
ministry, ministry to children and youth, service on a session committee or with Deacon ministries.  The Spirit is calling all of us to 
faithful service, I hope you will join me in discerning just how you can offer your gifts and talents.

May the grace of God continue to unfold in our midst and may we all find ourselves grateful for the faith we have in Jesus Christ.

We are called to SHARE the LOVE of Jesus Christ,  
reaching out in love and growing in GRACE. 



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N   A huge thanks to all that 
helped make our Christmas Luncheon a success!  
If you are looking for faith and companionship in the new 
year, please consider becoming a part of one of our Bible 
Study Groups.  Dress is casual, good food is in order, and this 
year’s topic, ‘Love Carved in Stone, a Fresh Look at the Ten  
Commandments,’ challenges us to live with renewed love, 
strength, and joy.  

• Tuesday Morning Circle - Second Tues of each month • 9:30 
am in members’ homes • Contact Pat Wurster (254.771.0220) 

• Tuesday Evening Circle - First Tues of each month • 6 pm  
Conference Room • Contact Julie Benner (254.228.3352) 

• Jennie Shull Circle - Third Thurs of each month • Noon  
Conference Room •  Contact Patti Smith (254.541.6127) 

L I V I N G  WAT E R S  -  Buy a Part / Be a Part
The fundraiser to buy the essential parts of the water system 
to be installed in Guatemala in March has been a great success, 
thanks to all of you!  Your response to this need has been over-
whelming;  $4500 out of our goal of $5000 has been raised!    If 
you would still like to contribute, the board will be up in the 
fellowship hall for a few more weeks.  Just take a tag, put your 
name on it, and leave your check or cash in the church office or 
in the offering plate with a notation for Living Waters.   Thank 
you in advance!
The Living Waters Education Team needs your help!   They 
are busy preparing educational materials for the trip to Guate-
mala in March, and would love to have some volunteers help 
them!  There are banners and posters to make, and items 
that need to be cut out, copied and laminated. They also 
need a small group of “guinea pigs” to practice their lessons 
on.  If you are able to help out, contact Debbie Trahan (email: 
debtrahan@aol.com/ call: 713-851-9456) or  Sandy Mason 
(email: beltonsandy@outlook.com/ call: 254-493-1472).  
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MEETING DATES:
The next Deacon’s meeting is Sunday,  
January 12 while Session will meet  
Sunday, January 19.

Offices Closed - January 1

J A N U A RY C E L E B R AT I O N S G R A C E  Y O U T H  S C H E D U L E 
Youth 6th - 12th will meet regularly on  
Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex. 
Some upcoming events are:
Confirmation Classes for middle / high school 
will begin in January. These classes will meet 
once a week (MS on Wednesdays and HS on 
Sundays) for about 8 weeks. If your child is  
interested please see with Thom or Maddison.
GenOn-East Conference: GenOn is a week 
long retreat for kids high school through  
college. This year the East Conference takes 
place July 5-11 in Wheeling, West Virginia. We 
are hoping to take advantage of the early bird 
registration this year (Feb 1). If your child is 
interested in attending GenOn, contact Thom 
or Maddison. For more information about this 
retreat check out the link below:
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0177/8392/files/
GenOn_Youth_Summit_Brochure_2020.pdf?276

W O R S H I P
by Brian Tanaka, church organist

A few months ago, I began a series of four online courses,  
pursuing a certificate in worship leadership from The Center 
for Worship and the Arts at Samford University. The second 
and most recent course I have completed, entitled, “Designing  
Creative Worship” is based on encountering biblical foundations 
in corporate worship. Below is an excerpt from the most recent 
paper I submitted, based on Constance M. Cherry’s book, The 
Worship Architect: a Blueprint for Designing Culturally Relevant 
and Biblically Faithful Services:

A worship experience is not something to be engineered. It is not 
about tangible things: projectors, screens, fancy sound systems, 
fog or smoke machines, nice instruments, wearing nice clothes, 
or the image in which we project ourselves to others. As Cherry 
writes, often in our experience of worship, we presume that it 
depends on us: what we bring to the equation, how cleverly we 
have arranged the service, how current are our song lists and 
video clips, how “up” we are for the event, how pure we perceive 
ourselves to be as we enter God’s presence through Christ . . . 
often overtakes the blessed reality that we are simply powerless 
to worship by our own endeavors (p. 30).

What a humbling reminder of our own humanness. Worship is 
not about an intentional feeling or emotion elicited within its 
congregants. We live in a world which seeks constant satisfac-
tion of wanting to be accepted by others; a satisfaction which 
destroys so many of us. What is certain, is that when we open 
our hearts in worship, Jesus Christ will fill us with a new Spirit.•

Often, it’s in the waiting where  
God meets us.  He guides our  
steps so we can look forward 

 and not fall. 
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                      Friday—closed

LOGOS will begin the next semester on Wednesday, January 22.
If you have any questions about Children’s Ministry, please email Chelsea Stern, Director of  
Music and Children’s Ministry at chelsealstern@yahoo.com.

PA R E N T ’ S  N I G H T O U T -  F R I D AY,  J A N U A RY 1 0  •  6 - 9  P M 
PNO is offered on the second Friday of each month from 6-9 pm.  Free Childcare is  
provided by our GPC nursery staff for children who are GPC members and are 6 weeks 
old through 5th grade.  Reservations are required by 3pm the day before (Thursday) to the  
church office. Register to the church office by email at office@gpctemple.org, phone  
or the sign up on our church website.

M O P S  O F  G R A C E
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Group meets the first Tuesday of each month from  
6:00 - 7:30 pm at the church. This month’s meeting is January 7. Childcare is provided by our  
wonderful GPC nursery staff. For more information and/or to join the group, please contact our  
MOPS  Coordinator, Jennifer Essary, at Jennifer.essary@hotmail.com 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY   Handbell Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15 pm.   
while the Chancel Choir  is from 7:15-8:15 pm. If you are interested in joining either choir, please 
email Josh Essary, Handbell Director, at joshuaessary@gmail.com. 

D E A C O N ’ S  M I N I S T RY 
Happy New Year!  The Board of Deacons is saying a loving good-bye to Class of 2019:  Jordan 
Brashear, Terri Garmer, Lynn Grant and Barbara Horton.  Our church has been the recipient of 
their commitment, compassion and sound judgment.  We look forward to working with our 
new Deacons.  In December, the Board elected Marianne Stringfellow as Moderator and Denise 
Arnoudse as Vice-Moderator for 2020.  We will be asking for Congregational support this year 
to help in our church’s Ministries of Worship involving Communion, Pastoral Care and Nurture 
(The Homebound, The Lonely, Prime Time, Bereavement) and Compassion (Caring Casseroles 
and Friends as Family gatherings at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas).

S E C R E T S I S T E R S 
There will be a ‘reveal’ lunch for the first year on January 25 at 11 am at Olive Garden, Temple.  
Bring your final gift for your secret sister where you will ‘reveal’ yourself to her.  If you do not 
participate in this, you are still welcome for lunch, fellowship and fun!  Sign up on the sheet in 
the narthex to allow a head count to be given to the restaurant no later than January 19.

L O G O S  WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
The LOGOS ministry, is a mid-week ministry to children currently in 1st through  
5th grade. We meet from 5:30 – 7:00 pm every Wednesday with dinner  
included.  The LOGOS program consists of four main spiritual formation rotations: Bible  
Lesson, Crafts or Games, Music and Worship and Sharing a Meal Together!  

A dream written down with a DATE  
becomes a goal.  A goal broken down  

into STEPS becomes a plan.  A plan  
backed by ACTION makes your  

                    dreams come true.     anonymous



Phone: 254.773.2134
www.gpctemple.org

Sunday Service Times
9:00 AM & 11 AM

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

WORSHIP WITH US!   
at 9am for Contemporary 
Worship or 11 am for 
Traditional. We have a 
place for you! 

V I S I T I N G ?
If you have been visiting GPC, we would love 
to get a little information from you so that  
someone can property welcome you and  
answer all questions. There are visitor cards  
located in the narthex (foyer) and in each pew in the  
sanctuary.  Please fill one out and place in the  
offering. We are glad you are here! 

R E A D Y TO  S E RV E ?
Been attending but have not started serving in 
a ministry?  We need Ushers!  This is a once a 
month commitment that requires simple tasks 
 like  greeting people, distributing orders of  
worship, and collecting the offering. What a 
great way to meet new people! Please con-
tact Lara Miller by phone at 262.391.5790 or 
by email (mrsbbydoc@icloud.com) to express  
interest or get more information.

come grow 
        with us 

Missed a service?
Watch our worship services LIVE  

on Grace Presbyterian’s Facebook  
page (@gpctemple). Share with  

your friends  that cannot  
make it so they  

can worship with us! 


